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CHAPTER 1

THE DISCONNECT
Wherever you find yourself, movies, TV shows, radio programs, and sporting events
are being broadcast all around you. If you have the right receiver or satellite dish, you can
turn them on and tune in. Just because you cannot see the variety of transmitted signals, it
doesn’t mean they’re not there. But without the proper receiver, you won’t pick up anything.
Likewise, for God’s voice to become unmuted and to restore our connection with Him, we
must be tuned in. God is speaking—yet, to many, His voice is muted.
Human beings were created and designed to commune with their Creator. Instilled
within each of us is the capacity to hear God. The psychic industry generates billions of dollars in revenue—feeding off this innate desire to hear from a higher source. This desire also
infiltrates the media, with movies and TV shows having a supernatural undertone being
among the most popular and influential.
God is a communicator—He speaks at various times and in various ways. It is written,
“Be careful that you do not refuse to listen to the One who is speaking. For if the people of
Israel did not escape when they refused to listen to Moses, the earthly messenger, we will
certainly not escape if we reject the One who speaks to us from heaven!” (Hebrews 12:25
NLT).
The writer of Hebrews warned us not to reject the One who speaks (present tense)
from heaven. Could God be speaking to you, yet you’re unknowingly rejecting Him? I
know this may sound absurd; however, the apostle Paul submitted a similar warning, indi-
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cating the subtle nature of this abandonment. He wrote, “But make sure that you don’t get
so absorbed and exhausted in taking care of all your day-by-day obligations that you lose
track of the time and doze off, oblivious to God” (Romans 13:11 MSG).
It’s very sad when you consider how many go about their daily lives estranged from
God. He’s become someone they used to know—or never knew at all. They are completely
oblivious to what He is saying and doing—and worse yet, they remain ignorant to it. Job’s
friend Elihu was correct: “For God speaks again and again, though people do not recognize
it” (Job 33:14 NLT).
Spiritual apathy and slumber are at the root of this disconnect. Jesus strongly addressed this debilitating spiritual condition: “Whenever someone has a ready heart for
this, the insights and understandings flow freely. But if there is no readiness, any trace of
receptivity soon disappears. That’s why I tell stories: to create readiness, to nudge the people
toward receptive insight. In their present state they can stare till doomsday and not see it,
listen till they’re blue in the face and not get it. I don’t want Isaiah’s forecast repeated all over
again: Your ears are open, but you don’t hear a thing. Your eyes are awake, but you don’t see
a thing. The people are blockheads! They stick their fingers in their ears, so they won’t have
to listen; They screw their eyes shut so they won’t have to look, so they won’t have to deal
with Me face-to-face and let Me heal them” (Matthew 13:11–15 MSG).
I’ve written this mini-book to address this disconnect. Every child of God is permitted
to hear their Father’s voice. In fact, God desires to speak with you more than you desire to
hear from Him. If God’s voice appears muted to you, the reason is not with Him, but with
you. You can bridge the gap between you and God. My desire is that you will rekindle your
passion for God’s voice and restore connection with Him.
God is speaking. Are you listening?
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CHAPTER 2

HELLO,
FROM THE OTHER SIDE
Jesus has and always will desire to talk with you. It’s up to you to respond. This desire is
depicted in the book of Revelation: “Behold, I’m standing at the door, knocking. If your
heart is open to hear My voice and you open the door within, I will come in to you and
feast with you, and you will feast with Me” (Revelation 3:20 TPT).
The footnotes of this Scripture taken from The Passion Translation add greater clarity
to this verse. They read: “The Aramaic can be translated, ‘I have been standing at the door,
knocking.’ Jesus knocking on the door points us to the process of an ancient Jewish wedding invitation. In the days of Jesus, a bridegroom and his father would come to the door
of the bride-to-be carrying the betrothal cup of wine and the bride-price. Standing outside,
they would knock. If she fully opened the door, she was saying, ‘Yes, I will be your bride.’
Jesus and His Father, in the same way, are knocking on the doors of our hearts, inviting us
to be the bride of Christ.”
Did you catch that? Jesus and the Father are knocking on the door of our heart, inviting us to be the bride of Christ. The position of a bride is exclusive, which includes benefits
that are unavailable to any other type of relationship. The conditions to accessing these
benefits exclusive to the bride of Christ are:
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1. Your heart must be open to hear His voice.
2. You must open the door within and give Him access. The Lord is a gentleman, and He
will not force Himself upon you. He has already chosen you. Will you choose Him?

The reason Jesus knocks is because He desires intimacy with you. The fact that He’s
knocking indicates you’re being pursued. As He knocks, He waits to be wanted. Sadly, with
many of us, we keep Him waiting. I want you to notice that Jesus is addressing a church, not
unbelievers. Jesus won’t settle to be a stoic, absent husband—He wants to be close with you.
Again, this is why He knocks.
I have found that the major blockage to hearing God’s voice is distraction. Distraction comes in many forms, including busyness, sin, guilt, shame, and idols. This is not an
exhaustive list; however, I have discovered that these are some of the major areas in which
people become distracted from hearing God.
In this chapter, I want to specifically address the area of busyness. In order to do so, I want to
draw from a familiar Bible account of two siblings. On a particular day, Jesus and His disciples
entered a village in which two sisters named Mary and Martha lived. Martha invited Jesus and
His followers to have a meal at her home. After traveling through several towns on a productive ministry trip, having the opportunity to get a home-cooked meal and have some rest was a
great idea.

Once at the house, Jesus had everyone’s attention—except Martha, who was busy preparing meals for her guests. Mary was among those who listened attentively to Jesus. This
greatly annoyed Martha, so much so, she interrupted Jesus and vented, “Lord, don’t you
think it’s unfair that my sister left me to do all the work by myself? You should tell her to get
up and help me.”
Martha had a point. I too would be annoyed if my sister wasn’t helping. However,
Jesus didn’t seem to be bothered that His food might be delayed—although I’m sure Peter’s
stomach was growling and he was ready to side with Martha.
The Lord answered her: “Martha, my beloved Martha. Why are you upset and troubled, pulled away by all these many distractions? Are they really that important? Mary has
discovered the one thing most important by choosing to sit at My feet. She is undistracted,
and I won’t take this privilege from her” (Luke 10:38–42 TPT).
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Initially, Jesus’s response probably added to Martha’s frustration. However, Jesus wasn’t
pushing her away—He was pulling her closer. He was knocking. The wall that separated her
from what Mary was experiencing was distraction—she was being pulled away with unnecessary busyness. Jesus wanted Martha to realize what was most important—listening to
Him speak.
I too have had Martha moments. Mine was not cooking—it was football.
During the eighties while working for a church in Dallas, Texas, I gradually developed
an obsession with the Dallas Cowboys. This fixation really became evident during an unexpected moment when I had to choose between God and football.
The football season was coming to a close and the playoffs were approaching. It was
the day of a crucial game. The Cowboys were playing the Philadelphia Eagles, and the
winner of the game would go to the playoffs and the loser was out. I was glued to the television—standing on my feet right in front of the screen. The game was in the final quarter
with only eight minutes left on the clock. The Cowboys were behind by four points, but
their star quarterback had the team moving down the field. I was now pacing the floor
between plays, yelling in frustration at miscues or reacting with exuberant joy over great
plays.
The suspense was exhilarating.
All of a sudden, without any advance notice, the Spirit of God strongly prompted me
to pray. A sudden urge overwhelmed me—pray, pray, pray!
Undeterred, I said out loud, “Lord, there are only eight minutes left in the game. I’ll
pray when it’s over.”
The urge continued, and it only became stronger. Several minutes passed, and I was
still watching standing in front of the TV. I bargained, “Lord, I’ll pray five hours when this
game is over. There’s only six more minutes left!”
The Cowboys were moving the ball down the field. I just knew they would come back
and win this crucial game. I didn’t want to miss it. However, the urge to pray did not regress, but intensified. I was frustrated, as I didn’t want to pull away from the game.
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Justifying my reluctance to pray, I said aloud, “Lord, I’ll pray the rest of the day, even
through the night if that’s what You desire!”
I watched the rest of the game. The Cowboys won. Game over!
Since I had made a promise to God, I immediately turned off the television and went
straight up to my office. As I closed the door and fell on my face to pray, the urge had
disappeared. In fact, there was no desire at all to pray. I tried to stir it up but to no avail.
My words were stale and flat. It didn’t take long to realize what had happened—I chose
the game over God’s request. Like Martha, I had allowed myself to become distracted and
missed out on what God wanted to say to me. He was knocking, and I refused to open.
Gripped with conviction, I dropped to the ground and repented. I confessed, “God,
if anyone asked me, ‘Who is more important to me, God or the Dallas Cowboys?’ I would
without hesitation respond, ‘God, of course!’ But I just showed who was more important. I
chose the football game over You. Please forgive me!”
Immediately, I heard, “Son, I don’t want your sacrifice of five hours of prayer; I desire
obedience.”
You’re probably shaking your head at me in disbelief, and I don’t blame you. Yet, how
often do we ignore God’s knock on our heart because we are distracted with other things—
social media, apps, TV shows, side hustles, projects, ministry activities, etc. Alarmingly,
according to comScore’s 2017 Cross Platform Future in Focus report, the average American
adult (18+) spends 2 hours, 51 minutes on their smartphone every day. That’s about 86
hours a month! In the midst of all the competing voices, has God’s voice become muted?
At this juncture, I think it’s wise to remind ourselves of Paul’s warning, “But make sure
that you don’t get so absorbed and exhausted in taking care of all your day-by-day obligations that you lose track of the time and doze off, oblivious to God” (Romans 13:11 MSG).
The greatest thief that steals our time for God is a busy lifestyle. Many well-meaning believers have fallen into this trap and replace time with God with unnecessary busyness. I’ve
noticed that if I allow myself to become distracted from spending time with God, His voice
begins to diminish.
Recognize the areas of your life that you’ve allowed to pull you away from spending
time with God. To restore this vital connection, Jesus offered this simple solution, “Here’s
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what I want you to do: Find a quiet, secluded place so you won’t be tempted to role-play before God. Just be there as simply and honestly as you can manage. The focus will shift from
you to God, and you will begin to sense His grace” (Matthew 6:6 MSG).
Jesus is knocking. It’s time you invite Him in and close the door on distraction!
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CHAPTER 3

DON’T FORGET ABOUT ME!
In the previous chapter, we saw that the Lord is knocking on our hearts. Now we’ll look
at what our response should be. Jesus desires to be close with us. For this to occur, it will
require reciprocation. The Psalmist pointed to this, penning, “My heart has heard you say,
‘Come and talk with Me.’ And my heart responds, ‘Lord, I am coming’” (Psalm 27:8 NLT).
Just like any relationship—it takes two. He knocks; we open. If we knock; He will answer.
Moses was on the backside of the desert tending his fathers-in-law’s sheep when the
Lord got his attention. God caused a bush to burn in an unusual way—He was knocking!
God waited to see how Moses will respond. It wasn’t until Moses said, “I will now turn aside
and see” that God spoke: “So when the Lord saw that he turned aside . . . God called to him
from the midst of the bush” (Exodus 3:3 NKJV).
So many people fail to hear from God because they fail to recognize Him knocking.
As A.W. Tozer pointed out, “The impulse to pursue God originates with God but the outworking of that impulse is our following hard after Him.”
On one occasion while I was driving, the Holy Spirit spoke to my heart, “I have something to say. Pull off the road.”
I’ve learned (especially after my football experience) when God tells me to do something, I should obey instantly—even if it appears trivial or is inconvenient at the time.
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A half mile down the highway there was a rest stop. The moment I pulled off, I heard
the Spirit of God whisper to my heart, “Did I not say to you, ‘Pray without ceasing’?” (1
Thessalonians 5:17 NKJV).
I responded, “Yes Lord, You did.”
He probed further: “Is prayer a monologue or a dialogue?”
I replied, “It’s a dialogue Lord, a two-way conversation.”
His words came quickly: “Well, if I said to pray without ceasing, then that means I am
willing to communicate without ceasing!”
As you’re pondering our exchange, you may be asking, “Do you mean God will speak
nonstop?” That is not what He spoke to my heart. He said that He is willing to communicate without ceasing. Words are but one of the many and varied forms of communication.
For instance, my wife can give me one look and I know what she is saying, although
not one word has been spoken. I can sometimes write up to three pages from what she just
said through that one look. Why? I’ve lived with her more than thirty-five years and have
learned the ways and mannerisms by which she communicates.
The same applies with our relationship with God. Over the years, I’ve realized just how
present God is in my life just by becoming more acutely aware of His presence. When we
become more God-conscious, we will recognize His voice more clearly.
The apostle Peter wrote, “Your life is a journey you must travel with a deep consciousness of God” (1 Peter 1:18 MSG). As a believer, you’re never alone. God is with
you always—whether you are aware of it or not. Here, Peter encourages us to live with a
deep consciousness of God rather than living oblivious to Him. The word “consciousness”
means, “The state of being aware of and responsive to one’s surroundings; alertness.”
To live with God-consciousness means we are alert and aware to what God is saying
and doing. This awareness can be practiced at any given moment—while driving, showering, playing with the kids, while you’re working, during an exercise workout . . . I can go on
and on. All it takes is acknowledging that God is with you.
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Imagine you had someone follow you around all day and not once acknowledge
them—except for when you wake up and go to bed! That would be rude! I’m confident you
would never do that. Yet, how often do we behave that way with God?
When we are open to hearing God’s voice throughout the day, we’ll be more receptive
to communicating with Him without ceasing. To pray without ceasing means to have an
open line of communication at all times. Communion with God should not be limited to
our prayer closet—we can always remain in a posture of fellowship.
The saints of old, such as Brother Lawrence, understood the significance of praying
without ceasing. While serving in a monastery during the 1600s, Brother Lawrence learned
the art of practicing the presence of God in an unorthodox way—during kitchen duty.
He shared, “There’s no greater lifestyle and no greater happiness than that of having
a continual conversation with God. The time of business does not differ with me from the
time of prayer; and in the noise and clatter of my kitchen, while several persons are at the
same time calling for different things, I possess God in as great tranquility as if I were on
my knees. I have abandoned all particular forms of devotion, all prayer techniques. My only
prayer practice is attention. I carry on a habitual, silent, and secret conversation with God
that fills me with overwhelming joy.”
I love the idea of a habitual, silent, and secret conversation. How amazing that God
desires constant intimacy with us!
Consider the account of Jacob’s dream recorded in Genesis 28:10–17 (NLT). On a
beautiful starlit night in a place called Bethel, Jacob set up camp to crash for the night.
While he slept, he dreamed of a stairway that reached from the earth up to heaven and saw
angels of God ascending and descending upon it. At the top of the stairway stood the Lord,
and He said to him, “I am the Lord, the God of your grandfather Abraham, and the God of
your father, Isaac.”
The Lord then proceeded to inform him of the covenant made with Abraham and His
intent to fulfill all that was promised. He assured, “What’s more, I am with you, and I will
protect you wherever you go.” When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he said, “Surely the Lord is
in this place, and I wasn’t even aware of it!”
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Too often, like Jacob, we are not even aware that God is with us and speaking to us.
Learning to live with God-awareness will position us to both recognize His voice and
respond accordingly. In turn, when our heart hears God calling us to come talk with Him,
our response should be, “Lord, I am coming!”
Remember, God desires to communicate with you without ceasing. He wants to stay
connected throughout the day. He is closer than you realize. Intimacy awaits you as you
acknowledge Him and become aware that He is with you always.
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CHAPTER 4

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
Secrets are reserved for close companions. Most of us disclose our deepest and most
intimate thoughts and feelings with trusted friends. The Lord is no different. The Scriptures
reveal, “For the Lord God does nothing without revealing His secret to His servants the
prophets” (Amos 3:7 ESV).
God has secrets, and He is looking for some friends to share them with. It is an open
invitation to all those who desire friendship with Him. David, known as a man after God’s
heart, revealed, “There’s a private place reserved for the lovers of God, where they sit near
Him and receive the revelation-secrets of His promises” (Psalm 25:14 TPT).
The private place David speaks of is God’s presence. It’s in the presence of God where
the secrets of God are made known. In the previous chapters, we examined the importance
of removing distractions that pull us away from God’s presence and the importance of cultivating God-awareness. The focus of this chapter is the invitation to join the conversation.
God is working out His plans and wants to talk with you about it. Jeremiah posed the
question, “For who among them has stood in the council of the Lord to see and to hear
His word, or who has paid attention to His word and listened? (Jeremiah 23:18 ESV). The
Hebrew word for “council” in this verse is cowd, which means “a session” or “a company of
persons in close deliberation.” It implies intimacy, as in secret consultation. By comparison,
our English word “council” refers to a group of people called together for discussion or
advice.
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Just as there are earthly councils of men and women who come together to discuss
and advise the best plan of action for their respective spheres of influence—there is also
a council that takes place in Heaven, presided over by God Almighty, where we can hear
and receive the counsel and secrets of the Lord. By His personal invitation, we can join the
conversation and enter God’s “hearing room” to listen to the deliberation of His council in
order to take part in what God is doing on the earth.
A prime example of this type of friendship is found between God and Abraham
in Genesis 18:16–33. God’s intention was to destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
because of the sinfulness of the people. However, before destroying the cities, He revealed
His plan to Abraham, saying, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?” (Genesis 18:27
NKJV).
The conversation went back and forth until an agreement was reached that if there
were at least ten righteous people found, the Lord would spare the city. There were less than
ten righteous people found, and God destroyed the city—sparing only Abraham’s nephew
Lot, his wife, and their two daughters. Because Abraham was part of the conversation, he
interceded for his family and they were rescued from the destruction.
This is another reason the Lord shares His secrets with us—that we may intercede for
others. God is not removed from the affairs of mankind. He’s acquainted with our ways and
hears our cries. As co-laborers with Him on the earth, we have a significant role in bringing
heaven’s rule and reality to our world. All this begins by walking closely with God—listening to and obeying His voice.
It’s time you join the conversation. God is speaking. Are you listening?
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CHAPTER 5

SO MUCH TO SAY
“I have still many things to say to you, but you are not able to . . . grasp
them now.” (John 16:12 AMPC)
There was so much Jesus desired to share with His disciples, but He was restrained. His
followers did not have the capacity to grasp the more He wanted to share with them. While
conversing about being born again with Nicodemus, a respected teacher of his day, Jesus
discerned his inability to comprehend heavenly reality, concluding, “If you’re unable to
understand and believe what I’ve told you about the natural realm, what will you do when I
begin to unveil the heavenly realm?” (John 3:12 TPT).
Jesus was very aware of the disconnect which occurred between God and man and
supplied the solution—the Holy Spirit. Jesus affirmed, “When the Spirit of truth comes, He
will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on His own but will tell you what He has
heard. He will tell you about the future. He will bring Me glory by telling you whatever He
receives from Me” (John 16:13–14 NLT).
Jesus still has so much to say to us. Through the help of the Holy Spirit, we are now
able to grasp and understand the more He desires to share. I hope you realize the enormity
of what this means to you! Jesus is now able to unveil the heavenly realm to us as He has
always intended to do. That means you now have access to heavenly ideas, revelation, and
insight unknown to man. Consider how this could impact your effectiveness here on earth!
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According to prophecy, the last days will be marked with an increase of knowledge.
Over the past fifty years we have seen an explosion of knowledge, especially in the areas of
science, medicine, and technology. Knowledge is rapidly increasing and will continue to
increase. The reality is, Heaven has what we want, the answers and solutions we are looking
for. There are books yet to be written, songs yet to be released, medical breakthroughs yet to
be discovered, business ideas and strategies yet to be implemented.
There is revelation reserved in heaven specifically for this last hour. There are mysteries and secrets of the Lord that were prepared for this season. Our responsibility is to access
the revelation of the Lord for our specific area of calling and influence.
Hearing from God is imperative to receive the revelation available for us. That is why
we developed the Hearing God course. It is designed to teach and equip you to both discern
and hear God’s voice for yourself. Through studying this course, you’ll discover the variety
of ways God speaks, and you’ll learn how to position yourself to hear God with greater clarity. It’s time to remove the barriers between you and God so that His voice can become the
loudest voice in your life. To access the Hearing God course, visit MessengerCourses.com
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